VII ]           MATTER AND CREATION            273

This sort of fructification of the impressions of the
past deeds may be possible in a year's time or more, and
may extend to several lives even. Hence, the impres-
sions of the deeds of one life may continue for several
lives. Now, it may be asked: Are we to experience
the result of all our activities? But, before giving a
direct answer to this question, it is better to know more
about our activities with a view to find out whether
it is essential to experience the result of all our activities
or not.

Nescience (awdya)25 is considered to be without any
beginning. The Law of barman is the manifestation of
this very nescience. Under its influence due to the
effects of the meritorious and the demeritorious deeds,
the Jivatman^^ passing through various births and deaths,
imposes upon itself the qualities of kartrtva and bhok-
trtva. In fact, it is due to these very attributes that
there appear to be two A.tmam^ so that, the chains of
births and deaths, the experience of the dualistic nature
of the self, the distinction between name and form, all
these continue until the avidya or its manifestation,
namely, the Law of Karman is entirely annihilated.

It is all due to the differences of karman under the
influence of the three gunas, namely, Sattva^ Rajas
and Tamas^ that there are obvious differences in
the result. Thus, the ]watman under the influence
of the Tamas aspect of the avidya enters the body of
lower creatures, such as, birds, deer, elephants etc.
{adhovrtti\ and acts according to the nature of the
organism into which it takes its abode, and finally,
attains such loka where suffering alone prevails. If the
Rajas prevails, then the Jwatman enters such organisms

25 It Is of the nature of the harmonious state of the three gunas.
It manifests itself in the form of subtle and gross bodies and is the
same as ajnana.

26 The pratibimba of the 'Paramdtman falling upon the Prakrit
is called the Jivafman,
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